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CHAPTER 11: “THE UNSTOPPABLE AVENGER’ 







SHE HRP 
OFFERED 
TWO 

SOLUTIONS. 


BUT THEY 
WEREN'T 
ENOUGH... 


...TO 

ERRSE THE 
MONSTER 
THRT IS 
STEEL LRPY 
NRNRSE. 












































































































/ "THIS HRS \ 
BEEN POINTED 
OUT MANY TIMES 
BEFORE, BUT 
KRRIN NRNRSE 
DIDN'T TRY TO 
DODGE THE 
RVRLRNCHEOF 
STEEL BERMS. / 


SHE 

LOOKED 
RIGHT RT 
THEM, AND 
LET THEM 
CRUSH 
HER." 


"WHAT¬ 
EVER HER 
MENTAL 
STATE..." 


r "...THE 1 

CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF HER PASSING 
CAN ONLY LEAD TO 
ONE CONCLUSION: 

THAT SHE HAD 
i ACCEPTED HER . 
k DEATH." A 

























iir >/ "in 

V EVEN IF ™£T 
SHE WERE 
TO COME -v' 
BACK AS A 
GHOST, WOULD 
THAT GHOST 
REALLY BE SO 
AGGRESSIVE 
AS TO EARN 
A NAME LIKE m 
'STEEL LADY 
\ NANASE'?" M 


"IF KARIN 
NANASE 
WAS THAT 
AGGRES¬ 
SIVE, 


"'STEEL 

LRPY 

NRNRSE'S 

PPPERP- 

RNCE... 


WOULD 
IT MAKE 
SENSE FOR 
HER TO LET 
HERSELF DIE 
WITHOUT A 
FIGHT?" 


POESN'T 











































































WOLJLP 
/ LIKE TO 

f ...THE REVISIT 
EVENTS - A 
LEAPING UP y' 
TO KRRIN f 
NHNHSE'S 
PERTH." fiSS S 



PIP THAT <3ET 
INTO THE NEWS 
S0MEWHE2E? 
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I HEABD AIM INTESVIEW. 


SHE SAID SOMETHING 
ABOUT HOW HEB LITTLE 
SlSTEB WOULO NEVES GET 
THAT DESPEBATE OVEE A 
SETBACK LIKE THAT. 


AND ABOUT HOW SHE 
COULDN'T IMAGINE HEB 
SlSTEB DyiNG SUCH AN 
UGLy DEATH. 



X SAW THAT 
ABTICLE. 












































THEY WILL 
SHIFT THE 
BLHME IN 
RN ATTEMPT 
TO AVOID 
ACCUSATIONS 
FROM THOSE 
AROUND 


"AND 

WHEN THAT 
RELATIVE MAY 
HAVE BEEN 
ONE OF THE 
CAUSES 
FOR THAT 
SUICIDE, 
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HATSUMI DID INHEBIT 
THE FOBTUNE. THAT 
DOES MAKE HEB AN EASy 
SUSPECT. 


ALL THE PBOFITS FBOM THE 
PHOTO BOOK WENT TO HEB 
ASENCy, BUT THE BOyALTIES 
ON THAT SINGLE COULDN'T 
HAVE BEEN INSIGNIFICANT. 




SHE WOULD PUT ON A SAO 
FACE ANO MAKE SOME KINO OF 
INNOCUOUS COMMENT. 





































































































WHY'D IT TAKE SO 
LONS FOB ANYONE 
TO THINK OF IT?! 


A BODY-SWITCH?! 


WHEN YOU FIND A BODY 
WITHOUT A FACE, YOU 
HAVE TO ASSUME IT 
COULD HAVE BEEN 
SWITCHED! 
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"IF THERE 
HAD BEEN 
H MRJOR 
DIFFERENCE 
IN BUST 
SIZE, IT 
WOULD BE 
BUT OBVIOUS 
WOULD THHT IT WAS 
POLICE SOMEONE 
REALLY ELSE. 
TAKE EXACT 
MEASURE¬ 
MENTS OF 
A DEAD 
BODY'S 
BREASTS?" 










































m/vtisHnsiffat-tWre Uj to torn off 
;>r, the Ueeer they m the fester they bortv 
'Hillj M to mention, stim messes with a man's henries, 










































f "WHAT IF 1 
THE FAMILY 
STILL HAD 
KARIN NANASE'S 
UMBILICAL 
CORE?? 

COULD THEY , 
TEST HER A 
■ DNATHEN?"J 


f "IF IT WAS 1 
A MATCH, 

IT STILL 
WOULDN'T BE 
CONCLUSIVE 
v EVIDENCE/' , 


"NO, 

BECAUSE 
EVEN THAT 
CAN BE 
SWITCHED 
FOR 

ANOTHER 

PERSON'S/ 
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f "... SUSPECTEP \ 
THRT THE 
BOPY MHY HRVE 
RCTURLLY 
BELONGEP TO 
SOMEBOPY 
\ ELSE ." k 
































FGOM HATSUMI 
NANASE'S 
PEGSPECTIVE, 
HEG SlSTEG'S 
DEATH WAS VEGy 
UNCHAGACTEGISTIC 
OF HEG. 



IT ONL.y 
MAKES 
SENSE 
THAT 
HATSUMI 
WOULD 
THINK 
THIS 
WAy. 






























































































"SOMEONE 
GHVE IT TO 
THE MEPIE1." 


"PIP 
HRTSUMI 
THINK FONPLY 
OF HER 
SISTER?" 


'V ?NP 
THRT 
SOME¬ 
ONE... 


"THE \ 

Mim YOUNGER 
SISTER 

y|U ! Vi WHS GIFTED 
IP WITH THLENT 
mr HND BEAUTY, 
W WHICH SHE 

USED TO GRIN 
GLORIOUS 
MEAN- SUCCESS. 
WHILE, 

NO ONE A 

HAD MUCH 
TO SHY AT ^B 
ALL ABOUT ^B 
THE ELDER." BBBp?! 


COULP 
ONLY 
HPVE 
BEEN 
KRRIN 
NPNPSE'S 
SISTER ." 


/ "HNP THE N 
TWO WERE 
CONSTANTLY 
COMPAREP, 
WITH THE ELPER 
SISTER ALWAYS 
PEEMEP 
INFERIOR." / 


"IT MAY ' 
BE THAT THE 
SCOUTS 
ONLY WANTEP 
THE YOUNGER 
SISTER..." 














































SHE DID 


IT OUT 


OF SPITE 


TOWAED HEE 


SUPEEIOE 


LITTLE 


SISTEE AS 


WELL AS 


JEALOUSy 


OVEE HEE 


SUCCESS. 


HATSUMI SENT 
IT TO THE 
MEDIA AS A 
BIT OF MILD 
EEVEMSE. 














































































THE 

CONSEQUENCES 
OF HEE 
ACTIONS FAE 
SUEPASSED ANy 
OF HATSUMI'S 
EXPECTATIONS. 


AUON<3 WITH THE 
IMPLICATIONS OF 
SUICIOE IN HEE 
SISTEE'S OEATH, 
WEEE FAE MOEE 
EXTEEME THAN 
ANyTHINS 
HATSUMI HAO 
EVEE INTENOEO. 


... IT CRN'T 

Be me. 

















































































THAT'S 

WHEN 

SHE 

SUS¬ 

PECTED. 


THIS 
BODY... 
BELONGS 
TO SOME¬ 
BODY 
ELSE... 
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5 M 





HEE ACTIONS 
HAO SET THOSE 
SEAES IN MOTION. 

HEE SUILT MAy 
HAVE STIEEEO UP 
HEE IMAGINATION. 


INTEND TO 
DEIVE HEE 
SISTEE TO 
HEE DEATH, 




















































she 

WOULD 

SUCMOUNT 

ALL 

DIFFICULTIES 
TO AVENGE 
HE2SELF. 


TO IMAGINE 
THAT IP 
K AG INI kCNEW 
WHO HAD 
been HE2 
UNIDOINIS, 











































































































































































































































"CONVINCED 
THHT H DEAD 
WOMAN 
STILL LIVED, 


/ THERE 
' WAS LITTLE 
HATSUMI 
COULD DO TO 
ASSUAGE THE 
CONSTANT 
FEAR OF HER 
SISTER'S i 
k REVENGE." J 


"IT DIDN'T 

V m MATTER 

W THAT KARIN 
F NANASE 

F ALL WAS 
OF THE PEAD. 
EVIDENCE A 

COULD BE A 

COUNTER- 
FE |T ." lL 
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WHAT'S 

THAT? 
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THIS PEESON WANTED TO MAKE 
US ALL THINK THAT SHE HAD 
BECOME A SHOST, WEEAKINS 
VENSEANCE ON THE WOELO 
FOE HEE DEATH. 


AND KAEIN NANASE'S 
SISTEE WOULD PEOBABLy 
THINK THAT, TOO. 
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TOMB: NRNHSE FAMILY TOMB 




























































SO WHAT ABOUT 
KILLING THE 
DETECTIVE? 


OH yEAH, I 
FOEOOT ABOUT 
THAT. 


IF STEEL LAOy NANASE IS 
A HOAX, THEN HOW DOES 
THAT FACTOE IN? 


ANIO DON'T TEy TO TELL 
US STEEL LADy NANASE 
AND THE COP KILLEE AEE 
UNEELATED. 


"OF 

COURSE 

THEY'RE 

RELATED/ 


"DETECTIVE 
TERADA'S 
KILLER IS THE 
VERY PERSON 
WHO CREATED 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE/' 























































TO SPEEAP 
THE EUMOES 
AMP KEEP 
THEM COINS 
STEONC, OUE 
"OHOST"... 


...VISITEP 

MAKUEA- 

ZAKA 

CITY 

OFTEN. 


IT WAS 
IMPOETANT 
TO WEAE 
THE STEEL 
LApy NANASE 
PISCUISE ANP 
ATTACK ALL 
WITNESSES. 



y a 




















































































































































you MUST BE 
THAT STEEL LADY 
NANASE WHO'S BEEN 
ATTACKING PEOPLE 
AND CAUSING A 
, PUCKUSl 


WHY DON'T 
YOU COME 
WITH ME 
TO THE 
STATION ? 


MOST PEOPLE 
WOULD CUN WHEN 
C0NP20NTED BY 
SOMEONE IN THAT 
SETUP IN 
THE MIDDLE OF 
THE NISHT. 


A the 
kSL pecpetcatoc 

T* NEVEC EVEN 
HlR D2EAMED THE 
BUZLY DETECTIVE 
WOULD ACTUALLy 
■ INVESTISATE THE 
■ INCIDENTS AND 
^ COME IN FOC 
AN ACCEST. 



THE 

"SHOST" 
WAS 
CAUSHT 
ALL TOO 
EASlLy. 



































AMO WHEN 
THE CULPEIT 
FIMALLy THOUGHT 
TO BUM AWAy, IT 

u/Afi i Are 


whem you 

EXPECT SOMEONE 
TO BUM AWAy, 
BUT THEy BUM 
TOWABO yOU IN¬ 
STEAD, IT WOULD 

com fuse you. 

ANyONE WOULD 
FEEEZE UP FOB 
A SECOND. 



































BECAUSE 
WHEN HE 
LOOKED 
CUOSEL-y 
AT THE 
OFFENDER, 
HE SAW 
IT WAS A 
MAN. 


HEBE 
IS A 

"SHOST", 

WEABINS 


AND WOMAN'S 
A BIS Wifi, 
BIBBON .m , . , : m . 

ON HEB : 111 

HAIB... Jp* 


...HEB 
FACE 
PAINTED 
BLACK TO 
MIMIC THE 
COBPSE'S 
LACK OF 
FEATUBES 
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DRESSING UP 
ns H GHOST 
HND SWINGING 
HN IRON GIRDER WOULD DO 
HROUND EVERY SOMETHING 
NIGHT FOR SO STUPID, 
THE SAKE OF 
SOMEONE 

ELSE- k_ 












































AND IT 
SEEMS 
UKEL-y 
| THAT THE 
SUSPECT 
WOULD HAVE 
MADE IT OUT 
OF WOOD, 


ALTHOUGH IT 
WAS A FAKE, IT 
HAD TO BE MADE 
WITH A CEETAIN 
AMOUNT OF 
WEISHT TO BE 
AS INTIMIDATING 
AS A EEAL 
STEEL BEAM. 


BECAUSE \ 
THEN IT f 
COULD BE 
MADE IM TWO 
ATTACHABLE 
PACTS FOE 
EASIEC 
TEANSPOET. 


IF IT'S HEAW 
ENOUSH AMD 
LONS ENOUGH, 
EVEM WOOD 
CAN SPLIT 
A PEESON'S 
SKULL. 


DEPENDING 
ON WHEEE 
IT MAKES 
CONTACT, 

IT COULD 
EENDEE A 
PEESON UN¬ 
CONSCIOUS, 
OE EVEN 
KILL THEM 
IN ONE BLOW. 


AND THE 
PEEP'S ONE 
HIT WAS 
EIGHT ON 
THE MONEy. 

























THUS, 
DETECTIVE 
TEBADA WAS 
DEFEATED 
WITHOUT AHy 
SION OF A 
STBUSSLE. 





I ...STUPID 
[DETECTIVE. 







































WHEN HIS 
WOBK WAS 
FINISHED, 
THE KILLEB 
EGASED ALL 
SIGNS HE 
HAD BEEN 
THEBE AND 
LEFT THE 
SCENE. 




































































W "IF HER 1 
' LOVER IS 
DOING 
STRANGE 
THINGS IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE 
NIGHT, DON'T 
YOU THINK 
SHE WOULD , 
\ NOTICE?" / 


y "and if x 

HATSUMI IS 
AFRAID HER 
SISTER'S OUT TO 
GET HER, NIGHT 
IS EXACTLY WHEN 
SHE WOULD BEG 
HIM TO STAY 
v WITH HER." y 



CASE, KARIN 
NANASE'S 
SISTER 
MAY BE IN 
DANGER" 






























































































































































THEN HE MIGHT HAVE 
ALBEAOy MADE CONTACT 
WITH THE SISTEE. 


"STEEL 
LRPY 
NRNRSE 
IS NO 

spectre: 


jMj lfl 


"WE MUST 
IDENTIFY 
THIS 

DEGENERATE 

IMMEDIATELY, 


V RNP 
ENSURE THE 
SAFETY OF 
RLL THOSE 

involved:' 



















SOLUTION 
THREE IS 
HAVING HN 
EFFECT. 


THEY 

MIGHT ONLY 
LIKE IT FOR THE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
VALUE, BUT A LOT 
OF PEOPLE ARE 
SHOWING UP IN 
SUPPORT OF IT. 


















































































































THE 

OBJEC¬ 

TIONS. 


S32> Name: Withheld by Request 09/05 00:05 
your solution has a fatal flaw. 























"you 

CLAIM THAT 
THE KILLER 
WANTED TO 
GIVE KARIN 
NANASE'S 
SISTER 
PEACE OF 
MIND, 


V AND 
' THAT'S 
WHY HE 
CREATED 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE, 
BUT THAT 
DOESN'T 
, MAKE 
\ SENSE. / 



"HATSUMI 1 
WAS AFRAID 
OF HER 
SISTER'S 
REVENGE." , 


mmm " IF HE 

was 

TRYING 
TO CALM 
HE HER 
WOULD POWN, 
HAVE y 

INVENTED 
A MORE A 

PEACEFUL n 

ghost." U m 


"WOULDN'T 
SHE THINK THAT, 
IF HER LIVING 
SISTER DOESN'T 
COME FOR HER, 
HER SISTER'S 
GHOST WILL?" 


\% \ 

\\\W tf!%\ 


\ \\\\ 
\\^ 

MV 


"BUT 

INSTEAD, WE 
HAVE STEEL LADY 
NANASE, WHO 
BRANDISHES A 
STEEL GIRDER 
AND ATTACKS 
PEOPLE WITH 
IT." 


\K\ VT- 






















"ERGO, 
you HAVE 
FAILED TO 
ESTABLISH 
THE KILLER'S 
MOTIVE." 


























*1F HIS 
MOTIVE 
DOESN'T 
HOLD UP, 


THEN 

CONSE¬ 

QUENTLY, 

YOUR. 

ENTIRE 

SOLUTION 

EHLLS 

HPHRT." 












THAT SOLUTION DOESN'T 
WORK. 


AGE yOU SUES? KILLERS 
DON'T ALWAYS.DO" THINGS 
THAT MAKE SENSE. 


HE'S KIND OF CRAZY, 
AND HE JUMPS TO 
CONCLUSIONS, 
REMEMBER? 


MAYBE HE JUST THOUGHT 
ALL HE NEEDED WAS A GHOST 
AND DIDN'T REALIZE THE 
ONE HE MADE UP WOULD 
BACKFIRE. 




THAT'S POSSIBLE, BUT IF 
WE (30 BY THOSE GULES, 
THEN ANYTHINS'S POSSIBLE. 


X MEAN, IF THE MURDERER 
IS THAT IRRATIONAL, 
THERE'S NO WAY TO 
DEDUCE ANYTHING. 





















































Ai die-5 oftoe- *o 
he- oAa Vie- hi* -shoe-. 















































































SHE 

ASSUMES THAT 
I'M TRYING 
TO WHITTLE 
AWAY AT HER 
INFLUENCE IN 
STAGES. 


I SUSPECT 
RIKKA-SAN 
HAS THE 
SAME IDEA 
YOU DO, 


AND IS 
DECIDING 
HER 

FUTURE BY 
SELECTING 
THE ONES 
WITH THE 
SMALLEST 
NUMBER OF 























I DIDN'T 
MEAN A 
PART OF THE 
PEOPLE ON 
THE SITE. 


"J ONLY 
NEEP THEM 
TO BELIEVE 
PHPT OF THE 
SOLUTIONS I 
PRESENT." 


THAT'S 
WHAT I 
MEANT. 
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even with our n 

NEWLY REJECTED 
SOLUTION 
THREE—OUR 
PORTRAIT OF 
THE KILLER WHS 
. DISMISSED... . 


THE CON¬ 
CLUSION 
OF EHCH 
SOLUTION 
MHY HHVE 
BEEN RE- 


BHSIC JECTED, 
ELEMENTS 
THEM¬ 
SELVES ^ 

HHVE NOT 
BEEN. 




















DOESN'T SEE 
THE NEED TO 
DESTROY MY 
SOLUTIONS 
HT THEIR 
ROOT. 


f ns LONG 
ns she cnN 

CRUSH THE 
CONCLUSION, 
SHE HHS HC- 
COMPLISHED 
. HERGOHL. 


m / THE 1 
/ CONCLU- 
/ SION IS 
EHSIER 
J TO BEHT 
DOWN 

W BECnUSE 

f IT IS nN 

HBSOLUTE 
SHE CHN LIE. 
DEHL WITH / 

IT QUICKLY / 

HND EHSILY, 

LOWER INGTHE 
NUMBER OF 
DISSENTERS, , 





























W IF SHE TRIES TO V 
7 KNOCK DOWN EVERY 1 
SINGLE ARGUMENT 
LEADING UP TO THE 
CONCLUSION, THE FLOW 
OF THE CHAT WOULD 
STAGNATE, AND SHE 
WOULD DRAW TOO . 
MUCH ATTENTION A 
. TO HERSELF. / 


RIKKA-SAN 
HAS NO 
CHOICE BUT 
TO TAKE THE 
SIMPLEST 
OPTION. 


WHRT 
RIKKR- 
SRN 16 
DOING 
NOW... 


THE 

FUTURES 

SHE'S 

BEEN 

CHOOS¬ 

ING... 


’ 3 foal fa 


you 

MEAN.. 


THEY'RE 

HU... 


...R PRRT 
OF YOUR 
PLRNF 


EVERYTHING 
IS NOW IN 
PLACE. 


ALL 

THAT'S 
LEFT IS TO 
LAUNCH 
MY FINAL 
ATTACK. 








































0 



STEEL LPPY 
NPNPSE WILL 
PISRPPEPP. 


























































JUST WHAT I'VE 
BEEN WAITING fOZl 


COM OH, THAT'S 
ENOUGH. 


AND WHO IS THIS 
"SOMEONE"? 


STEEL LAPy NANASE 
IS A GHOST. 



"THE THREE 
SOLUTIONS 
I PRESENTED 
PREVIOUSLY 
WERE MERELY 
H FOUNDATION, 
LAYING THE 
GROUNDWORK 
FOR THE REAL 
TRUTH." 


"SOMEONE 
IS BEHIND 
THIS." 


"SOMEONE 
WHO CREATED 
THE GHOST OF 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE... 


...AND 

MURDERED 

DETECTIVE 

TERADA." 





















































'KARIN' 

NANASE. 





■PHff "THE //-N 

VflI 


/ "...THAN \ \m 

■Hi killer — 


xf 

HRRUKO \m 

llllll IS NONE ■Jill 



WasHM&S "SOMEONE 
DIEPATTHE 
/ CONSTRUC- 

R|J _ TION SITE 

itwrs that night, 

R FRKE, A 

SET UP X_ 

TO LOOK I 
LIKE KARIN tev 
NANASE." / X 


/ "WHEN you \ 
FINP R BOPy 
WITHOUT fl 
FRCE, you HAVE 
TO ASSUME 
IT COULP 
, HAVE BEEN 
i SWITCHEP." / 


























MODERATOR, 66T RID OF 
THIS TROLL! 




mo, THey never did 

PROVE OR DISPROVE THE 
BODy SWITCHING THEORy. 


IF KARIM NANASE IS ALIVE, 
THEM STEEL LADy MAMASE 
DOESN'T EXIST, RISHT? 


MO WAy, IT'S IMPOSSIBLE. 
THIS ISN'T SOME TV 
DRAMA. 


BECAUSE LIVINS PEOPLE 
DON'T HAVE SHOSTS. 


WHAT ABOUT As 
ASTEAL BOPy? 


FIRST, SHOULDN'T WE TALK 
ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT IT 
WAS POSSIBLE TO MAKE 
THE SWITCH? 


IF SHE W6E6 ALIVB, SHE 
WOULPN'T APPEAE IN AN 
OUTFIT LIKE THAT._ 























































































































































theie 
FACES MAy 
HAVE BEEN 
DIFFEEENT, 
BUT THEIE 
HAIE LENSTH, 
PHySlQUE, AND 
A<3£ WEEE ALL 
VEEy SIMILAE. 



































































































LJUJ- 
















































































































































































































NO ONE 
FROM THE 
MEDIP WILL 
SEE US IN THPT 
CONSTRUCTION 
SITE. IT'S THE 
PERFECT PLPCE 
TO MEET. 



I 

















































































































































































































"AND ANY SIGN 
OF THE BLOW 
THAT RENDERED 
HER UNCON¬ 
SCIOUS WOULD 
BE INDISTIN¬ 
GUISHABLE 
FROM HER OTHER 
INJURIES." 













































"WHY DIDN'T 
KARIN NANASE 
TRY TO DODGE 
THE BEAMS THAT 
WERE COMING 
DIRECTLY FOR 
HER FACE?" 


r "/r BELONGED \ 
TO SOMEONE 
ELSE—SOMEONE 
WHO TOOK. KRRIN 
NHNRSE'S PLRCE t 
RNP WHS ONLY 
PELTEP WITH THE 
STEEL BEHMS 
RFTEP BEING 
KNOCKEP UN- 
V CONSCIOUS/' J 

































































L. / "IF IT wns 
>—■' KRRIN 

/ NRNRSE WHO 
' DIED, THEN 

-run-r THERE'S R 
- THflT CERTRIN 

BEBT ELEMENT ~ , 
PRINS TO L . 

EXPLAIN." ^ ^ 


WHO SPECU¬ 
LATION! 


you STILL HAVE NO 
PCOOF THAT THE 
VICTIM WAS A DOUBLE. 
































"THE 

CIGA¬ 

RETTES. 



WWWf "THE PRE- 
l iP WlWi VAILING 
Wr ^ THEORY IS 

V ...TO THE THAT, THAT 
RAINY NIGHT, KARIN 

CONSTRUC- NANASE 
TIONSITESO WENT... 4 ' 
SHE COULD k A 

SMOKE AWAY 
FROM 

v PRYING / . 

EYES / 4 / ■ 


"SHE WAS A 
MINOR, AND 
THE HOTEL 
WAS NON¬ 
SMOKING. 


IT WAS THE 
ONLY PLACE 
SHE COULD 
SMOKE IN 
PRIVATE . 44 


f "THERE WERE 1 
CIGARETTE BUTTS 
AT THE SCENE, 
AND A BOX OF 
CIGARETTES AND 
A LIGHTER WERE 
FOUND AMONG 
THE VICTIM'S , 
i BELONGINGS. 44 / 


"CIGARETTE 
BOXES WERE 
DISCOVERED 
IN HER HOTEL 
ROOM, AS 
WELL . 44 





























"THERE 
DOESN'T 
SEEM TO BE 
H PROBLEM 
HERE, BUT IN 
FHCT THERE 
IS." 



























MAyse SHE STAETBD SMOKINS FEOM 
THE STEBSS OF BE I NS ON THE EUN 
FEOM MUEOEE ACCUSATIONS. 


OE MAyBE SHE WAS A 
SMOKES BEFOEE, STOPPED 
FOE A WHILE, AND TOOK IT 
UP ASAIN? 




"SHE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
HOPING FOR 
THINGS TO 
BLOW OVER 
QUICKLY. 


IF ANYONE 
FOUND HER 
SMOKING, 
IT WOULD 
JUST BE 
MORE 
FODDER 
FOR THE 
MEDIA." 


"EVEN IF THAT 
WERE THE 
CASE, THAT 
WOULD BE TOO 
CONVOLUTED." 


"SHE WOULDN'T 
START SMOKING 
WHEN THE RISKS 
WERE SO HIGH." 


"THEN WHY 
WERE THERE 
CIGARETTES 
ON THE 
SCENE?" 































"BUT IF 
SHE WASN'T A 
SMOKER, WHY 
WOULD THE 
CIGARETTES 
HAVE TO BE 
THERE?" 




'TO 

COMPLETE 

THE 

SWITCH/' 


/ "TRUE, THE \ 
/ CIGARETTES 
/ SERVED AS A 

/ REASON FOR 

/— KARIN NANASE TO 
' BE ALONE AT A 

CONSTRUCTION 
DIIT SITE IN THE MIDDLE 
THflflS OF THE NIGHT. 

OF SEC- 

ONDARy V- 

IMPOR¬ 
TANCE." ' 





















"SHE COULD 
MAKE UP ANY 
NUMBER OF 
REASONS TO 
BE IN SUCH 
A PLACE. 


r IT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN DANGEROUS 
TO ADD AN ELEMENT 
LIKE CIGARETTES, 
WHICH WEREN'T 
A PART OF KARIN 
NANASE'S PUBLIC 
PERSONA." a 





























"NO ONE 
WOULD TESTIFY 
THAT THE POP 
STRR HRD 
EVER BEEN R 
SMOKER. 


/ IF THE 
BODY HRD 
BLACKENED 
LUNGS, 
PEOPLE 
WOULD 
SUSPECT 
.SOMETHING/ 


"TO 

NULLIFY 

THOSE 

SUSPI¬ 

CIONS, 


SHE NEEDED 
TO MAKE IT 
LOOK LIKE 
KARIN NRNRSE 
HAD BEEN A 
SMOKER/' 


























f 



/ *the bopy \ 

THPT WPS N 
PISCOVEREP PT 
THE CONSTRUCTION 
SITE IN MPKURPZPKP 
THIS YEPR ON 
JPNUPRY 30TH 
PIP NOT BELONG 
\ TO KPRIN J 
\ NPNPSE/ 


*SHE 
TRICKEP 
US PLL 
WITH P 
EPCELESS 
CORPSE. 


KPRIN 

NPNPSE 

IS 

PUVE 





















BUT WHy? 


IF KARIN NANASE 15 ALIVE, 
THEN WHAT THE HELL IS 
STEEL LAPy NANASE? 


MAyBE SHE PIP IT TO 
MAKE PEOPLE BELIEVE 
SHE'S GEALLy PEAP? 


IF THERE'S A SHOST, 
THAT MEAMS KARIN 
NANASE HAS TO BE 
PEAP. 


THEN EVEN IF PEOPLE 
GUN INTO KARIN NANASE IN 
HER NEW LIFE ANP SEE A 
RESEMBLANCE, SHE WON'T 
HAVE TO WORRy ABOUT 
ANyONE CATCHINS ON. 













































BUT IF THAT'S WHy STEEL 
LAOy MANASE EXISTS, 
DIDN'T SHE SHOW UP A 
LITTLE LATE? 


ALL THEOUOH FEBEUAEy, 
EVECyBODy WAS STILL 
BUZZINC ABOUT KA2IN 
NANASE'S DEATH. 


SO EV/ECyBODy'D 
ALEEADy F0200TTEN 
ABOUT KAEIN NANASE. 


WHEM DID THE 2UM02S 
ABOUT MAMASE'S SHOST 
FIRST START? 


BUT AFT6B THAT, PEOPLE 
PEETTy MUCH STOPPED 
TALKING ABOUT HEE. 


HEE STAETINO ALL THIS OHOST 
BUSINESS WOULD JUST BE 
ASKINC FOE TEOUBLE. 


THERE'S MO WAY KARIM 
MAMASE STARTED THE 
STEEL LADY MAMASE 
RUMORS. 


ABOUT JUNE THIS yeAfc. 


HEE OEAVUSE PICS 
WOULD STAET COINS 
ABOUND ACAIN. 


THIS WIKI WAS SET UP 
ABOUT MIDWAY THROUSH 
JULY. 


PEOPLE WOULD BE 
MORS LIKELy TO FlfiUEE 
OUT SHE'S ALIVE. 


mg/Et SITE'S 
WJEWERS RRE 

mmrivELy 
Wtrying to 
1 SOLVE THE 

Wmystery. 



































































































































WAIT A SECOND. WHAT 
IF WE LOOK AT IT THIS 
WAy? 


KAEIN NANASE WAS LIVINS IN PEACE 
UNTIL ABOUT MAY, BUT THEN THE PEOPLE 
ABOUND HEE STAETED UP SOME BUMOBS, 
LIKE, "HEy, SHE LOOKS LIKE THAT IDOL." 


THAT'S POSSIBLE. 

PLASTIC SUESEEy TAKES TIME 
AND MONEy, AND IT CAN ONLy 
DO SO MUCH. 


X BET HEE FlSUEE AND 
PEESONALITy ATTEACT 
ATTENTION ANyWAy, SO IF SHE 
BAN INTO SOMEBODy WHO 
KNOWS A LOT ABOUT POP STAES, 
THEy MISHT STAET A EUMOB. 


X SET IT. SO KAEIN 
NANASE WOULD HAVE 
MOVED AWAy FEOM 
THEBE. 


BUT IF SHE SOT WOEEIED 
THAT THE SAME THINS COULD 
HAPPEN ASAIN... 













































































































SIGN: NRTIONRL TRHFFIC SAFETY CAMPAIGN 



\ I \ 






























































































Tuntil now I 
_%this wiki£ 
JNRRNESSEPM 
VTHEPpWERipZM 

Whunpreps (df~M 

WTHOUSRNPSW 

^jMpfa iCL 

WffilRGINRTIONS^ 

jtripfGiyEi UeejT 

„ f TOWTEEL 1$ r 
^LRPyb/RNRSE^ 


r X 










































































































"SHE \ 
TOOK BOLD 
MEASURES TO 
MAKE SURE 
THAT WHEN 
SOMEONE 
NOTICED 
THE RESEM- 
, BLANCE, j 


SHE COULD 
STILL AVOID 
THE SLIM 
POSSIBIL¬ 
ITY.. 


...THAT 
THEY WOULD 
DISCOVER THE 
BODY SWITCH AND 
THE TRICK BEHIND 
THE FACELESS 
CORPSE." 


"SO THAT THE 
WORLD WOULD 
LET HER DIE, 
KARIN NANASE 
INVENTED STEEL 
LADY NANASE. 


SHE WANTED 
THE GHOST TO 
BE THE FIRST 
THING PEOPLE 
IMAGINED WHEN 
THEY THOUGHT 
OF HER." 


r "MAYBE SHE ^ 
PLOTTED IT 
ALL BECAUSE 
SOMEONE 
POINTED OUT 
THAT SHE LOOKED 
LIKE KARIN 
. NANASE." 





































iWf Wf "KRRIN \ 

nrnrse 1 

r tjm RPPERREP 
NIGHT RFTER 
f NIGHT IN 

nun MRKURR- 

m^nvcn ZflKR A 

PLRyED CITY. A 
THE PRRT Jgk 

OF STEEL 
LRpy 
NRNRSE." 


' "SHE 
WOULP HRVE 
PONE fl 
CONVINCING 
JOB—SHE 
WHS PLRYING 
HER OWN 
, GHOST." J 





















THPT'S 

RIGHT. 




































































"FROM 
THF VERY 
BEGIN¬ 
NING... " 


K . have 

, BEEN 
WORKING 
a TO 
EXPOSE 


i 









you tried to reject every 
single solution I presented. 



































































































010 you MAKS THIS SITS 
TO SP12SAD THS STSSL. 
LAOy HARASS CUMOBS?! 


KAEIN-CHAN! 

CAN you BEAD My 
POSTS, TOO? 


IF IT IS KAEIN 
NANASE, IT'S 
POSSIBLE. 


I WAS JUST HEBE LOOK I NS - 

UP UB8AN LESENDS, ANO NOW LOOK 
WHAT I'M IN THE MIDDLE OF... 



TO ANYONE 
WHO BELIEVES 
THIS LIE, 
THE VERY SITE 
THEY'RE 
LOOKING HT... 


IN THIS 
ASSEMBLY, 
THE TRUTH IS 
IRRELEVANT. 



wmi 

THE 
EL . 
?// 

NANASE 

CASE. 




































PUT IT ALL OUT THEE6! 


NICE WORK! 


THE PROBLEM OP THE 
SLAIN DETECTIVE, EH? 


IS KARIN NANASE OONNA 
BE ARRESTED?! 


I DON'T WANT TO BELIEVE 
SHE'S A MUCOEUEC. 


IS SHE REALLy 
ALIVE? 


WHAT'S COINS TO 
HAPPEN? 



TO EXPLAIN 


WHY AND 
HOW YOU 
KILLED 
DETECTIVE 




"YOU WERE IN 
MAKURAZAKA 
CITY LAST 
NIGHT. // 






























\ were 

you there, 

\ •-PISSUIS6P AS 

^ llll;• [ ~STEEU]LAPy^j 
...pLANMIMS MAMASEjjH 

TO ATlACk^fe r JH 
SOMEONE 
AND SPREAP ( 
THE.RUMORS-. M 
- FURTHER? . v ■■ 

I #?. * : ®r 



THIS PLACE 
IS PRETTY 
DESERTED. 


f I CAN 1 
f 7WKE fl 
BREAK HERE, 
THEN TURN 
AROUND AND l 
GO BACK I 
\ TO TOWN. / 



IIIIno. you HAP 
AuREAPy CAuSEP 
A SCARE* RECENTLY, 
^soSyouiWERE 
jglKEl^ POINSlSOME 
M5^ANNlNSjF0R^ 
=2 |yOUR NSX^ITiB 



















































' : THE DETECTIVE; HAD 

~ SUSPECTEDjTHAT 
STEEL LADy NANASE 
WAS A M02TAL IN 
" SHOST'S CLOTHINS, 
AND yOUE PEESENCE 
THEEE WAS SUSPICIOUS. 


you would: 

HAVE BEEN 
-DEESSED 
NOEMALLy, 


: but you 
:: still 

WOULDN'T 

HAVE 

ESCAPED HIS 
NOTICEJTf 


■ovgKjSizeo 

BBEASTS. 


yOUE BUST 
EEMINDED HIM 
OP STEEL LADy 
NANASE, AND HIS 
INTUITION WENT 
TO WOE VJ. 


NOT WITH 
(THOSE 


THAT'S 

when you 

EAN INTO 
DETECTIVE 
TEEADA- 
THE MAN 
WHO WAS 
LOOKING 
FOE STEEL 
LADy 
NANASE. 




















































































































































































I'M ON MY 

my to the 

CORNER. 
STORE TO 
BUY SOME 
THINGS. 



































































the 

DETEC¬ 
TIVE WAS 
STUMMED. 


KARIN 

NAMASE WAS 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE DEAD, 
BUT HERE 
SHE WAS IM 
PROMT OF 
HIM. 


HIS PAMIC 
REMDERED 
THE BIS, 
STROMS 
DETECTIVE 
DEFENSE¬ 
LESS. 




mmsM 

cwmm 


mv you 

Town. 





















































EoMwgge. 

MANAGED fQ| 

tennezikim 
i him... y 


^WITHOUT-A\' 
teSeCONDiSlA 
^DEL'Ay/.A 
^ XQ UugOUNBi 
^SOMETHING . 
.hJEABBy-ANPi 
.-you hitvm 
HIM IN THE! 
;i^HEAD.-— 


* >l®Slk 

v-k NffgaaiMl 

m®i2S3ii 

-• sfeYotisM 
















































































































































































































"BUT IF you 
CRN, PROVE 
TO ME THAT 
YOU RRE 
NOT KRRIN 
NRNRSE." 


<538> Name: kuebiko 09/05 00:25 ID:Mmimn43 
But if you can, 

prove to me that you are not Karin Nanase, 







































*KRRIN 

NRNRSE. 

YOU 
RRE THE 
KILLER." 






















<599> Name: kuebiko 09/05 00:25 I0:Mmim 
i’ll say it again, 
karin Nanase, you are the killer. 



















fl?> Name: Withheld] 

Karin Manase is alive?! 


m> 


%.«* m, t „^ 

“* w * 


<624> Name:® . _ 

And Steel lady Manase is a fake? 


&> Marne: Withheld by Cequesl 
If she's a ghost, 
wouldn't she appear again? 

as sifl /»* t /’iii i j l n \ <6Z5> Name: Withheld by Bequest 09/05 00:501 

i> Name. Withheld by Request nA w h , 5 ^ting allthis stuff? 
y M h, Are there any Steel Lady Na\ At flrst t ^, they wer6 jwt 

519 i^ss omght? ^k playing around, making up theories. 

0> Name: Withheld by Bequest 09/05 00 A game: Withheld by Beouest 09/05 00:9 
I haven t seen any posts about it. ^fcybe someone involved in the case? 

>1> Name: Withheld by Bequest 09/05 00:35 IP:\withneld by Bequest 09/05 m 
And there were a ton of sightings up untilVwssible and you know it, 
yesterday. \ 

Isn't that weird? 















Withheld by 
















THIS 
WEBSITE 
IS PART 
OF THE 
KILLER'S 
PLOT. 


F SHE IS s 
UNEQUIVOCALLY 
SUPPLANTING 
STEEL LACY 
NANASE... i 


ANP SO 
WAS THE 
REJECTION 
OF HER THREE 
PREVIOUS 
SOLUTIONS, a 


... WITH 
THE FACT 
THAT KARIN 
NANASE 
IS ALIVE. 


HOW 
DID you 
COME UP 
WITH HLL 
OF THIS? 


BUT 

RIKKH-SAN 
IS THE 
REHL WEB¬ 
MASTER. 


WHAT 
IF SHE 
COMES 
ON AND 
POSTS... 


..."I AM 
NOT 
KARIN 
.NANASE 7 ' 


WHO 

WOULD 

BELIEVE 

IT? 































'EVERYONE 
RLREADY 
BELIEVES 
THRT KRRIN 
NRNRSE IS 
THE WEB¬ 
MASTER. , 


WHETHER SHE 
SRYS SHE IS 
KRRIN NRNRSE 
OR NOT, THE 
CURRENT OF 
THOUGHT WILL 
NOT CHANGE. 


THEY 
LOVE THE 
IDEA—IT'S 
MUCH MORE 
INTEREST¬ 
ING. 












... USEP HER 
Finer THREE 
SOLUTIONS 
TO FEEL? 
EVERYONE 
THE BFISIC 
ELEMENTS... 


IWRNRGR- 

6RN... 


... THHT 
WOULP 
MRKE THEM 
BELIEVE HER 
ULTIMATE 
, SOLUTION. 


HPfflBEENj j 

mmk 

PREPETER-B < 
MlNEPjPGPIN j 
/PNPPGPIN.' 


THROUGH 

UIR 

REPEPTEP 

PEPTHS... 


CHOSE 


FUTURE 


RFTEk 


FUTURE TO 


PESTROY 


THE 


MONSTER. 



















WSM 


























SHE'LL 
NEVER BE 
ABLE TO 
USE THIS 
SITE... 


...TO 

CONTROL 
STEEL LADY 
NflNRSE 
AGAIN. 



-——— 

FWIP 

\f#/ 

M° 

\y/ 


SL \kf Jj 









































NOW THEN, 
LRPIES RNP 
GENTLEMEN 
OF THE 
COMMITTEE. 


' THE TIME 
HRS COME 
TO CRST 
YOUR. 

v VOTES. , 


IS THERE 
SUCH P 
GHOST RS 
STEEL LRPY 
NRNRSE? y 


i;jpp 




























W'wf«» 4 - W p i 
L^k^vuBwfc «'« **■ ' M ‘ 


OU> SvwK' 


s^>»a»aa 


r WHICH- 1 
5 /5>e xo^y 
CHOOSE, THE 
VOTES WILL 
BE CPST 
PUTOMHTh 
, 0/744X. 


r I SIMPLY 
HEEL7 /744 
05 YOU TO 
FREELY 
MHKE 
YOUR 
WISH, / 


IN YOUR 
OWN MINT?, 
BHSEP ON 
YOUR OWN 
CONSCIENCE. 

















































































r/ithheld byfl 

4 a fin fJanase' 


'k Withheld by Re 
[re is fib Steel ua< 


y4ama; Withheld by ReiK^ 
Ito.ons knows the trutlr>^ 






































































...HRS 
BEEN 
VOTEP 
POWN. 


PIKKR 

SRKURR- 

GRWR'S 

PLOT... 






















COMPUTER. 

THRT'S 


3, Kotoko-san, 
win this round. 
LI next time. 


































/ RND ' 
IWRNRGR-SRN 
IS PROBRBLY 
TUB ONLY 
ONE WHO 
WOULD DO 
SOMETHING 
l 4/K5 THIS. k 


OH, 

RIKKA- 

SAN, 


K HOW I 
MANY 
TIMES 
HAVE I 
TOLD YOU 
TO PLEASE 
NOT CALL 
ME BY MY 
FIRST 

, NAME? j 


you 

DON'T 

LIKE... 


...THE 

NAME 

KOTOKO? 





















V OH? 

Sc\ pip you 

fh y 4 POUBT 

WJ\ OUR 

ILI RELPTION- 

T^\ SHIP? 


SO 

THAT'S 
WHY YOUR 
"BOY¬ 
FRIEND" 
DOESN'T 
CALL YOU 
BY YOUR 
GIVEN 
NAME. 


I'M SURE 
SHE'LL TRY 
TO MAKE 
ANOTHER 
IMAGINARY 
MONSTER. 
























YOU DIDN'T 
REALLY 
EXPLAIN THIS 
BEFORE, 
BUT... 


IT CAN 
MAKE 
Y6KAI, 


/ ANY 
NUMBER 
OF POSSI¬ 
BILITIES LIE 
HIDDEN 
WITHIN THE 
HUMAN 
IMAGINA- 
v TION. a 


WHY IS 
RIKKA-SAN 
DOING 
THIS? 


...AND 

DEMONS. 


WE GIVE 
LIFE TO 
MONSTERS 
WITHOUT 
EVEN 

REALIZING 

IT. 






































you 

DIDN'T 

ANSWER 

MY 

QUES¬ 

TION. 


WHY 
WOULD 
SHE WANT 
TO MAKE 
A GOD? 



















t'. 

TROT 































































HOORAY 
FOR OUR 
LADY.' 


3 s 
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INTERNET 

RUMORS.,. 

SIR? 


IF YOU 
DON'T 
KNOW. 


I'M SORRY, 
SRKI-SRN. 


IF I 

HRP PONE 
SOMETHING 
TO STOP 
RIKKR-SRN 
SOONER, 


f WE MIGHT , 
HRVE BEEN 1 
RBLE TO 
PERL WITH 
HER BEFORE 
PETECTIVE 
TERRPR ENPEP 
UP PERP. 


T S 











































f 



...BUT 
NEITHER OF 
you... 


...COULD 1 
HHVE 

PREDICTED 
THIS WOULD 
HRPPEN. 




YOUR 
POWER 
OVER THE 
FUTURE... 


...ISN'T SO 
STRONG THRT 
ITCRNSRVE 
EVERYTHING. 


SEPTEMBER 5, 
SUNDRY 













































B rfter her. 

DEFERT, 
RIKKP-SPN 
DELETED 
THE WIKI. 


PASS NOT POUND 


404 trror 

Not Found 




STEEL LAOy NANASE AIZCHIVE- 






,r? 0 E»^ 

fcC&SS!* 


7>/£ FICTITIOUS 
TRUE THRT KRRIN 
NRNRSE HRP UVEP 
RNP THE BOPY 
BELONGEP TO 
SOMEONE ELSE. 


THOSE WHO 
WITNESSEP 
THE SERIES OF 
EVENTS STRRTEP 
TRLKING 
RBOUTR 
PIFFERENT 
URBRN LEGENP— 




STE EL LAPy N^NASS WIKI WIKI 

:5Crtr 


STEEC^py NANASE 

exploeUtiom 

.' I'ilk*i*.»«i*3*H>»*3»*H*t,« . 




TIP KARIN NANASE PL 

<HAT IS THE STEEL L 
^NASE WIKI? 
































































tMp 


RNP IN 
RRT CRSE, 

I POUBT 
RNYONE 
WILL TRY 
ONTRCTING 
RNYONE 
'OLVEP WITH f 
RIN NRNR6E 
J RERL LIFE. 


rrr 


r 

f 

r 

r 

r 










































































































BUT 
THEY'LL 
NEVER 
PROVE 
THHT THE 
BOPY WHS 
SOMEONE 
ELSE. 


HNP 
IT WHS 
HLL HN 
INTERNET 
HOHX. 


... THHT 
KHRIN 
NHNHSE 
PIP PIE IN 
JHNUHRY 
OF THIS 
YEHR, 


IT WON'T 
BE LONG 
BEFORE 
HEHP- 
QUHRTERS 
CON- 
CLUPES... 




























































TERRPR- 

SRN'S 




197 





















































































































you could 

BE R LITTLE 
MORE CON¬ 
CERNED, 
THOUGH. 


...IT'S 

ABOUT 

RIKKA- 

SRN, 

ISN'T 

IT? 
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SHE WPS 
TRYING TO 
FINE? OUT 
IF MEPICPL 
SCIENCE 
COULP MPKE 
HER. NORM PL 
PGPIN. 


RNP THEN 
WHRT? 



mfHEjHUMm 

WaginatiM?. 


WULP 


CREATE'- 

a gov: 































































































I CAN'T 
SHAKE THE 
THOUGHT... 































































































































































































































































































THE TRUTH IS, 
I DIDN'T WHNT 
TO GET HER 
INVOLVED WITH 
THIS RIKKH- 
SHN INCIDENT. 


I MEANT 
TO DO 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT 
BEFORE SHE 
FOUND OUT. 


BUT AFTER 
LAST 
NIGHT, 
RIKKA- 
SAN 

KNOWS.,. 


..IS IWA- 
NAGA. 



AND THAT 
MEANS... 


..SHE MIGHT 
GO AFTER 
HER NEXT. 
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PIPH'T 

you?' 
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' * 

MiJip 

CREATURES 
BY THOSE 
NAMES 
EXIST, 

^ /■■ §■ : 


JUST LIKE 

!■ ! *? 

\T jr~ ; ! : | 

EVERYTHING 

ELSE. 

i. r w rt 


i:. j 


Ote.f.!. . f 




















































BUT 
THERE'S 
NO NEEP 
TO FERR. 


BECRUSE 
THERE IS 
ORPER 
IN HU 
THINGS. 


WHRTEVER 
METHOPS 
RIKKR- 
SRN MRY 
RTTEMPT, 


WHRTEVER 
THOUGHTS 
PRIVE HER 
SERRCH 
FORPNEW 
GOP... 















































































♦ TO BE CONTINUED IN VOLUME 7 









IWSPECTRE 


feelings were more complicated, as in, “This meets all the requirements 
of a mystery, but l can’t really see it as a mystery.” 

It seems that l find that mystery-style of fun in stories where the 
characters find the logic in a situation, put everything in its proper 
place, and then uncover the truth or try to restore order. 

And as for this story, Kotoko Lwanaga states definitively that she is 
the one who keeps order. The act of taking a situation that has been 
disrupted by the unreasonable or the bizarre, and putting it hack in 
order, even by use of fiction, is a big part of what makes a story an 
authentic mystery...I think. 


The Steel Lady Nanase case has been solved, but the story continues. My 
time as the do-nothing original author has come to an end, alas. As l go 
on, l think, “This wouldn’t be happening if Katase-sensei would charge 
into the editorial department with a three-section staff demanding, T 
can’t stand turning such a wordy story into pictures any longer!’,” but if 
that had happened, l would probably be the first one to be hit with that 
three-section staff, so l think l will humbly continue work on this story 
while changing some things here and there. 



So l hope you will read the next volume. 


Kyo Shirodaira 



l am the author, Kyo Shirodaira, and this is volume six. It’s 
really thick compared to previous volumes. Don’t worry; 
you’re not seeing things. 


After all this time, the Steel Lady Nanase case is resolved. 
Thank you all for reading, and thank you, Chashiba Katase- 
sensei, for your hard work. I mean, I’ve done nothing on 
any of this, so that’s all l can say. 


As the author of the original novel, l had big concerns 
before the manga started about whether or not this story, 
with its heaps of exposition, topped with piles of fictional 
explanations, would even work as a manga, but then, after 
the series started, my bigger concern was that l needed 
to prepare myself so that when l heard people say, “The 
manga is way better than the book,” l would he able to 
respond in a mature manner, so you never know how 
things will turn out. Although l suspect part of the problem 
is my own habit of doing something to stir up my anxiety 
no matter how things go. 


Now as for the story, the case is solved like in a real 
mystery story, hut l think opinions are going to be divided 
about whether or not it really qualifies as a mystery. Part 
of it will he whether you define “mystery” in broad or 
narrow terms, and then it gets even more difficult when 
you try to measure it on the scale of “authentic mystery.” 
It may also depend on what you as readers expect from 
your mystery stories. 


Even when l personally have come into contact with some 
stories, my opinion was, “This doesn’t really count as a 
mystery, but it moved me like a mystery story does, and 
serious mystery fans should like it,” but with others, my 


VMMMM/MIA 



Something Like a Conclusion from the Author 








BELIEVE IT OR 
NOT! THEY'RE 
TURNING R 
BRRNP-NEW 
STORY INTO 
R COMIC! 
iwr* 

»«WwVi « mv»1 



















AFTEBWOPP 


THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH TO 
THE READERS, 
SHIRODAIRA- 
SENSEI, AND 
EVERYONE 
INVOLVED. 


THE STEEL 
LADY NANASE ^ 
CASE IS 
SOLVED 
IN THIS 
VOLUME/ 


























OfoVflwvu 

ToKpu 

V-uro s Vimft 

EDITORS 

O-Nwfl 

T- 4 ^ fl'ioAorifo* 
Wc, h\*\) 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 



Karin Nanase's 
umbilical cord, page 23 

When a baby is born in 
Japan, it is customary 
to keep part of his or 
her umbilical cord as a 
memento. As the thing that 
used to literally connect the 
child to his or her mother, 
it now symbolizes the bond 
between them. If Karin 
Nanase's parents followed 
this custom and were 
keeping the umbilical cord 
somewhere, it could be used 
for DNA testing, assuming it 
hadn't been switched. 


Astral body, page 47 

Japanese term used here is ikiryo, which roughly 
translates to “spirit of the living.” In Japanese 
folklore, there is a belief that if a living person feels 
strongly enough about something or someone, 
usually in a negative way, their spirit will leave their 
body to do something about those feelings—for 
example, curse a love rival, or seek revenge against 
the one who brought about her untimely demise. 




IT'S POSSIBLE 
HATSUMI THOUGHT 
OF THAT, TOO! 


Nanase Family Tomb, page 49 

In Japan, the bodies of the deceased are usually 
cremated, and their ashes are places in urns. For this 
reason, it is not uncommon for a family to share a 
tombstone, with a chamber underneath for housing the 
urns. 





















Kojiki, page 226 

The Kojiki, or “Records of Ancient Matters," is the 
oldest written record of Japan. It contains many 
stories from Japanese mythology, including the 
creation myth, and the story of Iwanaga-hime. 




Scattered Like the flowers on the trees, page 229 

The significance of this metaphor is that the name of the princess that was 
accepted as a wife, Konohana-no-Sakuya-bime, means roughly “princess 
blossoming brilliantly like the flowers on the trees." Although she was very 
beautiful, her life was as fleeting as the flowers, that bloom for a season and 
are scattered by the wind. Oyamatsumi's hope in giving both sisters to Ninigi- 
no-Mikoto is that his posterity would be both as beautiful as the flowers and 
as long-lived as the rocks. It may also be worth noting that while Kotoko shares 
her name with Iwanaga-hime, Saki and Rikka both have names more closely 
related to flowers. Rikka’s name is even more fleeting, as it can mean “six 
flowers" or “snowflake." 



















© Hiroyuki Takei/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 



New action series from Hiroyuki Takei, creator of 
the classic shonen franchise Shaman King! 


In medieval Japan, a bell hanging on the collar is a sign that a cat 
has a master. Norachiyo's bell hangs from his katana sheath, but he is 
nonetheless a stray — a ronin. This one-eyed cat samurai travels across a 
dishonest world, cutting through pretense and deception with his blade. 



















































Feckless high school student Tatara Fujita wants to be good at 
something—anything. Unfortunately, he's about as average as a slouchy 
teen can be. The local bullies know this, and make it a habit to hit him up 
for cash, but all that changes when the debonair Kaname Sengoku sends 
them packing. Sengoku's not the neighborhood watch, though. He's a 
professional ballroom dancer. And once Tatara Fujita gets 
pulled into the world of ballroom, his life will never be the 
same. 

© Tomo Takeuchi/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 














(Museum GliosttlleLddij 

By Kazuliiro Fujita 

Deep in Scotland Yard in London sits an evidence room dedicated to the greatest 
mysteries of British history. In this “Black Museum” sits a misshapen hunk of 
lead—two bullets fused together—die key to a wartime encounter between Florence 
Nightingale, the mother of modern nursing, and a supernatural Man in Grey. Tliis 
story is unknown to most scholars of history, but a special guest of the museum will 
tell the tale of The Ghost and the Lady... 

Praise for Kazuhiro Fujita’s Ushio and Tora 

“A charming revival that combines a classic look with modem depth and pacing... Essential viewing 
both for curmudgeons and new fans alike.” — Anime News Network 

“GREAT! The first episode of Ushio and Tora captures the essence of'90s anime.” — IGN 


Kazuhiro Fujita/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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By Shuzo Oshimi 

From the creator of The Flowers of Evil 

Nothing interesting is happening in Makoto Ozaki's first year of high 
school. His life is a series of quiet humiliations: low-grade bullies, 
unreliable friends, and the constant frustration of his adolescent lust. But 
one night, a pale, thin girl knocks him to the ground in an alley and offers 
him a choice. 

Now everything is different. Daylight is searingly bright. Food tastes 
awful. And worse than anything is the terrible, consuming thirst... 

Praise for Shuzo Oshimi's The Flowers of Evil 

"A shockingly readable story that vividly—one might even say queasily—evokes the fear 
and confusion of discovering one's own sexuality. Recommended." —The Manga Critic 




"A page-turning tale of sordid middle school blackmail." —Otaku USA Magazine 
"A stunning new horror manga." —Third Eye Comics 
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